208                          DANGEROUS  THOUGHTS

sonnel of such a body would be totally different from the
preposterous circus of scholastic economists commissioned by
the last Labour Government to discourage its successors from
attempting social innovations which would challenge the initi-
ative of private enterprise or the dictatorship of the banks.
A National Planning Council should be made up of outstanding
(and upstanding) chemists, engineers, and agriculturalists. It
should have power to reserve on behalf of the nation a first
option on all patents, and its primary business should be to
suggest immediate steps for the creation of socialized industries
to exploit new discoveries.

To make expert knowledge available for constructive social
innovation calls for a new personnel of politics, i.e. in the legisla-
ture, as well as for new organs of government and new con-
sultative bodies. In Britain this is one of the most troublesome
tasks which a programme of progress with security entails. No
one with other opportunities for exercising a first-class intelligence
and constructive imagination would- contemplate a lifetime
divided between the precarious duties of a member of the House
of Commons and the apprenticeship of nursing a constituency
before becoming one. We must therefore look elsewhere for
new resources of legislative initiative to advance the plenty
available for all. The example of our Scandinavian neighbours
suggests a remedy. If Britain had a second chamber of experts
co-opted to place their gifts at the disposal of the nation, a
progressive party could enlist the services of enlightened talent
in the work of legislation. What Sweden has done, Britain
could do.

This is my answer to those who assert that the choice between
Fascism and Marxism is the only choice before us. The attempt
to establish a planned economy of human welfare by reasonable
persuasion has not failed. It has not yet been tried.